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FINES ENFORCEMENT REGISTRY 
Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.24 pm]: The Fines Enforcement 
Registry is responsible for the enforcement of unpaid court fines as well as unpaid infringements referred by 
more than 65 prosecuting authorities. In November 2013, the Fines Enforcement Registry also assumed 
management of all court fines prior to the enforcement stage. This centralisation of the management of court 
fines now provides a more effective debt recovery system and offers additional payment methods for judgement 
debtors. It also provides a single location where debtors can manage and arrange to pay any of their outstanding 
court fines immediately upon the imposition of the fine, together with any infringements that have been 
registered against them. 

During 2013 there were 465 904 fines and infringements registered for a value of $128 million, representing an 
increase of 8.1 per cent, or 34 913 matters, compared with the previous year. Payments for the fines and 
infringements received by the Fines Enforcement Registry during 2013 totalled $91 million, and $74.3 million 
was being managed under “time to pay” arrangements. The remainder was managed in the initial stages of the 
enforcement process or by way of a licence suspension, work and development orders, and enforcement 
warrants. 
As of 31 January 2014, the Fines Enforcement Registry is managing a debt load of $276 million compared with 
$259 million as of June 2013. The contributing factor for the increase in debt is the increase in the number of 
matters registered for enforcement, specifically: $2.7 million in Electoral Commission registrations in October 
2013; $9.7 million in warrant fees applied to infringement fines in accordance with the enhanced fines sanctions 
in August 2013; and $4.3 million in court fines in preparation for the implementation of the centralised fines 
management process. 

In late August 2013, legislation was introduced that provided the sheriff with additional enforcement tools, such 
as wheel clamping and numberplate removal, to assist with the recovery of fines or outstanding infringements 
totalling more than $2 000. These additional sanctions target those debtors who have not made any effort to pay 
fines and infringements and who have disregarded the many notices forwarded to them by the prosecuting 
agency and the Fines Enforcement Registry. Prior to the introduction of these additional sanctions, the number of 
debtors to which these sanctions could apply was 26 299. As of 31 January 2014, this has reduced to 25 142. 
This number decreased notwithstanding the increase of registrations for enforcement at the Fines Enforcement 
Registry. 
The new sanctions are having a positive effect on the recovery of outstanding debt and, as of 31 January 2014, 
the sheriff has applied 291 wheel clamps, removed 251 numberplates and arranged for 1 580 debtors to pay off 
their debt by instalments. Since the introduction of the new sanctions in late August 2013, $42.3 million has been 
collected compared with $38.6 million from the corresponding period in 2012–13. Another positive aspect of 
these new sanctions is that they encourage the debtors to make suitable payment arrangements with the sheriff, 
which then allows any Fines Enforcement Registry-applied licence suspension to be lifted. 
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